
POLS 226, Spring 2016             Asma Abbas 

(Twilight of the) American Idol(s): Haunts and Hauntings of U.S. Political Thought aabbas@simons-rock.edu ; x7215;                
LIE-202 

MW, 10:35am-12:00pm, LIE-01 Office Hours: T, 12-2 pm, W, 12-1 pm; by appt.                                                     asmaabbas.weebly.com  

Another mode of convalescence (in certain situations even more to my liking) is sounding out idols. There are more idols than realities in the world: that is my "evil eye" 
upon this world; that is also my "evil ear." Finally to pose questions with a hammer, and sometimes to hear as a reply that famous hollow sound that can only come from 
bloated entrails — what a delight for one who has ears even behind his ears, for me, an old psychologist and pied piper before whom just that which would remain silent 

must finally speak out.... 

This little essay is a great declaration of war; and regarding the sounding out of idols, this time they are not just idols of the age, but eternal idols, which are here touched 
with a hammer as with a tuning fork: there are no idols that are older, more assured, more puffed-up — and none more hollow. 

— Friedrich Nietzsche, of course, in Twilight of the Idols, not American, very political. 

   

This course entwines history and memory of “America” and American politics. Playing on the notions of haunt and haunting, the course brings those 
two together by turning to works that provide somewhat anachronistic starting points that beg to be genealogised or given a history of “the present,” 
and also to a chronological sampling of political thought from different periods in US history from the founding to the present in order to provide the 
material for reading the former. This allows making evident to ourselves that discovering the hauntings of political thought in the United States 
requires seeing that the hauntings in the present need to be understood through the past, but can never be resolved by it—instead, neither does 
memory discover the haunts as they originally were, nor does it leave what is unearthed untouched by the unearthing. This makes our work of 
remembering the history of American politics to be something other than a court of law or a confessional, neither merely whitewash nor pure torture, 
but something else we need to define together. Among other things, we examine what is “American” about American political thought, how this 
identity has come to be and what it has represented over the course of its evolution, how different thinkers have envisioned and critiqued the shape of 
the American state and culture, what makes democracy American and America democratic, what are the peculiar ways in which time and space 
interact to yield the concept we call America and the American Dream, and what negotiations with history the American celebrations of newness, 
possibility, hope, and amnesia entail. 
 
We discuss a variety of works, in forms ranging from political treatises, journalism, philosophical writing, speeches, essays, autobiographies, fiction, 
poems, Supreme Court decisions, music, plays, and films. This plurality of forms will, hopefully, force us to centralize the relation between various 
aesthetic and expressive forms and their ethical and political import at an individual and collective level. Through the course, we will familiarize 
ourselves with the ideas of some key figures in the history of political thought in the United States, practice theoretical and critical engagement with 
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them and the problems they are addressing, learn some skills of democratic participation and collaboration, explore our own political subjectivities, 
and tackle some American Idols—as Nietzsche urged us to, by philosophizing with a hammer. 
Texts 
The internet will be the most abundant resource for our work this term, and the electronic reserves page for this course lists almost all basic texts we 
shall use. (The readings available on e-reserves are marked with an asterisk.) The following books are still required. 
•    Isaac Kramnick and Theodore Lowi, The Norton Anthology of American Political Thought (2008) 
•    Jill Lepore, The Story of America: Essays on Origins 
•    James Dunkerley, Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850  (2000) 
•    Louis Menand, The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America (2001)  
•    Toni Morrison, Beloved (1987) 
•    George Shulman, American Prophecy: Race and Redemption in American Political Culture (2008) 
•    Thomas Frank, One Market Under God (2000) 
•    Lauren Berlant, The Queen of America Goes to Washington City (1997) 
•    Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (2015) 
•    Thomas Dumm, My Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting (2014) 
•    Tony Kushner, Angels in America (1991 or 2003 HBO Miniseries) 
•    Dave Eggers, Your Fathers, Where Are They? And the Prophets, Do They Live Forever? (2014) 
•    Moustafa Bayoumi, This Muslim American Life: Dispatches from the War on Terror (2015) (recommended)  
  
Expectations & Requirements 
Attendance and Preparation 
You are required to attend class having done the assigned reading for the day. Please bring the texts to class. 
Active class participation and collaboration is not only required, it is expected, given the structure of the assignments and discussions. 
We will follow the college attendance policy. 
  
The Two Through-Lines and Holding them Together in Tandem and Collaboratively 
Plot I: A series of anachronistic works that will serve to channel more explicitly the hauntings of American political life. 
Plot II: Anthologised chronological “primary” writings to which we will turn in order to trace these hauntings to certain haunts, and to understand 
their sources. 
Please do not misread these as being different in importance, or required vs. suggested. If anything, reading the Plot II primary works is not 
supplementary but essential to unpacking the more expansive and complex anchor/nodal texts of Plot I—and this is not limited to the works in the 
same episode. They do not pair in any reductive way; their incidental interaction is just a start. 
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As is evident, given the span of time and intensities of issues we are covering, not everything will get discussed either to the same extent or to our 
hearts’ content. Much of the responsibility of how we will approach these very diverse materials is yours. You will really be required to work with each 
other, dividing labour well, and help fill gaps, as if something was truly at stake in that joint labour.  
  
Mechanics 

● On the first day of the term, the class will be divided into several groups of 3 each. 
● Each group will work on items from Plot I to trace them to the thinkers featured in Plot II.  
● Each group will work on Plot I as a group, and then divide up Plot II works among themselves. 
● The first 10-15 minutes of every class session will be your time to consult, plan, and share within your groups. 
● At any point, every group must be ready to be called on to present a Plot I work faithfully to their classmates, without any prior warning. Their 

classmates will “grade” them at the end of the day, providing reasoned critiques to support their assessment (written critiques submitted by 
the end of the week). 

● Readings have been grouped into episodes, largely because they share some context, and also because the end of every episode will feature the 
above-mentioned evaluation of one group by the rest.  

● We will use google drive/documents/blogger connected to each of our SR accounts, for the purposes of the course. 
Class participation, group work, preparedness, and impromptu group presentations of Plot 1 works: 20% of the grade 

  
Written work 

● Each group will work on producing an online genealogy of 4 works online (2 from episodes before, and 2 from episodes after, spring break). 
Every person’s writing should be identified separately, or no one will receive a grade. I will evaluate these works at midterm, and at the end. 
(60% of the grade) 

● A 5-page scholarly paper delineating, genealogising, and interrogating an “American “Idol” from the course, connecting it to the current 
American political scene. (15% of the grade) 

● Every individual student will submit her/his evaluation of the entire process, and a self-evaluation. This will help in grading individuals when 
most of the grades will be assigned to groups. (5% of the grade) 

  
Learning Outcomes 

● Gain a synoptic view of the major issues in American political thought and culture from the founding to the present. 
● Track the development of certain contemporary issues in everyday lives of Americans over the course of its history.  
●  Appreciate the plurality of sources of American political thought, and to assess the divide between American government and the wider 

political culture in the country. 
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● Analyse contemporary issues into their various historical sources, and to complicate the contemporary categories in American politics, 
especially the assumption that political constructs are singular or have always meant the same thing. To bring a genealogical sensibility to the 
history of American political thought. 

● Describe the nature and tendencies of American government and its theoretical foundations. Identify and explain the structures and functions 
of government prescribed by the American Constitution. 

● Relate American political thought, the Constitution, political culture, and governing institutions to one another. 
● Assess the evolving and contentious relationship between individuals and the state with emphasis on political objectives, rights, and liberties. 
● Analyze the American political process and the development of ideologies. 
● Explain how different groups of people have shaped the American political system, and how it has shaped their lives.  
● Utilize the knowledge gained to understand how we are already engaged with the American political process, and how we might want to be 

engaged. 
● Read contemporary texts with the help of historical primary texts, and the other way around. 
● Think and write with others in a truly collaborative manner. 
● Assess the work of group members and other groups, with sound reasoning, as a way of indirectly engaging with the history of rhetoric. 
● Move nimbly and effectively between levels of analysis in tracking the two plots that run through the course. 
● Synthesise the ideas and insights drawn from these multiple levels of analysis.  

  
CLASS SCHEDULE 
Plot I discussions will run the course of an episode, and these works should be attended to first. Plot 2 readings have been suggestively apportioned to 

help divide up your reading load over the course of an episode, and to set up expectations for the discussion. 
Key: Texts marked ^ are available in the Anthology; those accessible via google drive or the library are marked *; 

those needing to be purchased are marked + 
  

Mon, Jan 25 Introduction 

  * Barack Obama: State of the Union Address (2016) 

* Michael Walzer, What Does It Mean to Be an “American”? (1990) 

Wed, Jan 27 + Jill Lepore, selections from The Story of America: Essays on Origins 
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1st EPISODE 

Mon, Feb 1 

Wed, Feb 3 

Plot I: 
*The Night of the Hunter (1955) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ The Mayflower Compact (1620) 

^ An Ordinance and Constitution of the Virginia Company (1621) 

^ Charter of the Massachusetts Bay Company (1629) 

^ John Winthrop, A Model of Christian Charity (1630) 

* Anne Hutchinson, Trial Transcript (1637) (http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/30-hut.html) 

^ Roger Williams, The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution (1644) 

* John Wise, A Vindication of the Government of New England Churches (1717) 

^ Cotton Mather, A Christian at His Calling (1701),  Excerpt on Salem Witch Trials 

* Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (1741) 
(http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=etas) 

Day 2 

* Eve Laplante, Lecture on the American Jezebel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRKwdFzINOg 

* Interviews with Stephen Marini (http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/interviews/stephen-marini.html) and Stephen 
Prothero (http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/interviews/stephen-prothero1.html 

  

 
2nd EPISODE 

Mon, Feb 8 

Wed, Feb 10 

Mon, Feb 15 

Plot I: 
* Bruce Johansen, Forgotten Founders: How the American Indian Helped Shape Democracy (1982) 
(http://www.ratical.org/many_worlds/6Nations/FF.pdf ) 
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  Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ James Otis, The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved (1764) 

^ Samuel Adams, The Rights of the Colonists (1772) 

^ Jonathan Boucher, On Civil Liberty, Passive Obedience, and Non-Resistance (1774) 

^ Thomas Paine, Common Sense (1776) 

^ Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence (1776) 

^ The Articles of Confederation (1778) 

Day 2 

^ John Adams, A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America (1787)  

^ Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison, The Federalist Papers (1787–1788) , #s 9, 10, 39 48, 51 

^ Richard Henry Lee, Letters from the Federal Farmer (1787) 

^ Robert Yates, Essays of Brutus (1787–1788) 

^ Patrick Henry, Debate in the Virginia Ratifying Convention (1788) 

^ James Madison, The Bill of Rights (1791) 

^ George Washington, Farewell Address (1796) 

^ John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

Day 3 

^ Thomas Jefferson, A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom (1777) 

^ John Quincy Adams, First Annual Message to Congress (1825) 

^ Frances Wright, Of Existing Evils, and Their Remedy (1829) 

^ Andrew Jackson, First Annual Message to Congress (1829) and Farewell Address (1837) 

^ Daniel Webster, Speech on Jackson’s Veto of the United States Bank Bill (1832) 

^ Orestes Brownson, The Laboring Classes (1840) 

^ Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments (1865, 1868, 1870) 

^ Harry Haywood, Negro Liberation, Chapter 7 (1948) 

^ Malcolm X, The Ballot or the Bullet (1964) 
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^ Thurgood Marshall, The Constitution’s Bicentennial: Commemorating the Wrong Document? (1987) 

Optional: John Adams, 2008 (HBO Miniseries) 

  
 

3rd EPISODE 

Wed, Feb 17 

Mon, Feb 22 

Wed, Feb 24 

Plot I: 
* Ravenous (1999) 

+ James Dunkerley, Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850  (2000) (selections) 

+ Louis Menand, The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America (2001) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ James Fenimore Cooper, The American Democrat (1838) 

^ Ralph Waldo Emerson, Self-Reliance (1840) and Politics (1849) 

* Herman Melville, Benito Cereno (1855) (http://pinkmonkey.com/dl/library1/benito.pdf ) 
^ Henry David Thoreau, Resistance to Civil Government (1849) and Life Without Principle (1863) 

^ Walt Whitman, Democratic Vistas (1871) 

* Emily Dickinson, http://www.earlywomenmasters.net/essays/authors/higginson/twh_dickinson.html 

Day 2 

^ William James, Pragmatism: A New Name for Old Ways of Thinking (1907) 

*  John Dewey, The Public and Its Problems (1927), Liberalism and Social Action (1935) 

*  Claude McKay, A Long Way from Home (1937) 

* Richard Wright, Bright and Morning Star (1938) http://www.unz.org/Pub/NewMasses-1938may10-00097 

* Richard Rorty, A Cultural Left (1998) 
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4th EPISODE 

 Mon, Feb 29 

Wed, Mar 2 

Mon, Mar 7 

Wed, Mar 9 

  

Plot I: 
+ Toni Morrison, Beloved (1987)  

+ George Shulman, American Prophecy: Race and Redemption in American Political Culture (2008) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ Benjamin Rush, An Address . . . Upon Slave Keeping (1773) 

^ Thomas Paine, African Slavery in America (1775) 

^ Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1784) 

^ William Lloyd Garrison, Declaration of Sentiments of the American Anti-Slavery Society (1833) 

^ William Ellery Channing, Slavery (1835) 

^ Angelina Grimké,  Appeal to the Christian Women of the South (1836) 

^ Theodore Dwight Weld, Slavery As It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses (1839) 

^ David Walker, Appeal . . . to the Colored Citizens of the World . . . (1829) 

^ Frederick Douglass, What Are the Colored People Doing for Themselves? (1848), Lectures on Slavery (1850), What to the Slave Is the 
Fourth of July? (1852) 

^ Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin, or Life Among the Lowly (1852) (see also James Baldwin’s take on it in Everybody’s 
Protest Novel: http://www.uhu.es/antonia.dominguez/semnorteamericana/protest.pdf)  

Day 2 

^ John C. Calhoun, Speech on the Reception of Abolition Petitions (1837), Speech on the Importance of Domestic Slavery (1838) 

A Disquisition on Government (1848) 

^ George Fitzhugh, Sociology for the South, or, the Failure of Free Society (1854), Cannibals All!, or, Slaves Without Masters (1857) 

^ Mary Ann Shadd Cary, Sermon regarding the role of women in slavery and society in general. (1858) 
http://research.udmercy.edu/digital_collections/baa/CaryShadd_19610spe.pdf 

^ Roger B. Taney, Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) 

* John Brown, Last Speech to the Court (1859) http://zinnedproject.org/materials/john-brown/  
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^ Abraham Lincoln, Speech on the Dred Scott Decision in Springfield, Illinois (1857), Cooper Union Address (1860), Address to Congress 
(1861), Gettysburg Address (1863), Second Inaugural Address (1865)  (Read any 3) 

  
SPRING BREAK: March 12-March 27 

  
  

5th EPISODE 

Mon, Mar 28 

Wed, Mar 30 

  

Plot I: 
+ Lauren Berlant, The Queen of America Goes to Washington City (1997) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ Abigail Adams, Letter to John Adams (1776) 

^ Sarah M. Grimké, Letters on the Equality of the Sexes and the Condition of Woman (1837) 

^ Elizabeth Cady Stanton, The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions (1848) 

* Sojourner Truth, Speeches Excerpted (1851-1881) http://www.sojournertruth.org/Library/Speeches/#RIGHTS 

^ Orestes Brownson, The Woman Question (1869) 

^ Victoria Woodhull, On Constitutional Equality (1871) 

^ Susan B. Anthony, Speech About Her Indictment (1873) 

Day 2 

* Frances Willard, Address Before The Second Biennial Convention Of The World's Woman's Christian Temperance Union (1893) 
http://gos.sbc.edu/w/willard.html 

^ Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Women and Economics (1898) 

* Mary Eliza Church Terrell, The Progress of Colored Women (1898) 
http://antislavery.eserver.org/legacies/the-progress-of-colored-women/the-progress-of-colored-women.pdf 

* Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Lynch Law in America (1900) http://www.blackpast.org/1900-ida-b-wells-lynch-law-america 

^ Jane Addams, If Men Were Seeking the Franchise (1913) 
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^ Brooks Adams, The American Democratic Ideal (1916) 

Day 3 

^ Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (1963) 

^ National Organization for Women, Bill of Rights (1967), Redstockings Manifesto (1969) 

^ Kate Millett, Sexual Politics (1970) 

^ bell hooks, Feminist Theory from Margin to Center (1984) 

* Combahee River Collective, Statement (1977) http://circuitous.org/scraps/combahee.html  

^ Phyllis Schlafly, The Power of the Positive Woman (1977) 

* Hortense Spillers, The American Grammar Book (1987) http://web.calstatela.edu/faculty/jgarret/texts/spillers.pdf  

* Angela Davis, Women, Race and Class (1981) https://www.marxists.org/subject/women/authors/davis-angela/housework.htm 

  
  

6th EPISODE 

Mon, Apr 4 

Wed, Apr 6 

Mon, Apr 11 

Plot I: 
* Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman (1949) (book/audio/video—choose any) 

*  John Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath (1940) or Bruce Springsteen, Ghost of Tom Joad (1995) 

*  Richard Wright, Native Son (1940) 

+ Thomas Frank, One Market Under God (2000) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other (1884), The Absurd Effort to Make the World Over (1894) 

^ Andrew Carnegie, The Gospel of Wealth (1889) 

^ Henry George, Progress and Poverty (1879) 

^ Benjamin Tucker, Liberty (1881) 

^ Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (1889) 

^ Ignatius Donnelly, Caesar’s Column: A Story of the Twentieth Century (1891) 
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^ James Baird Weaver, A Call to Action (1892) 

^ Thomas E. Watson, The Negro Question in the South (1892), National People’s Party Platform (1892) 

^ William Jennings Bryan, The “Cross of Gold” Speech (1896) 

Day 2 

^ Daniel De Leon, Reform or Revolution (1896) 

^ Eugene V. Debs, Unionism and Socialism (1904) 

^ Lincoln Steffens, The Shame of the Cities (1904) 
^ Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (1906) 
^ Monsignor John Ryan, A Living Wage (1906) 
^ Emma Goldman, Anarchism: What It Really Stands For (1907) 

^ Jane Addams, The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets (1909) 
^ Walter Rauschenbusch, Christianity and the Social Crisis (1909) 
^ Herbert Croly, The Promise of American Life (1909) 
^ Theodore Roosevelt, New Nationalism (1910) 
^ Woodrow Wilson, The New Freedom (1913) 
^ Samuel Gompers, The American Labor Movement (1914) 

^ Charles A. Beard, The Economic Basis of Politics (1922) 
  
Day 3 
^ Twelve Southerners, I’ll Take My Stand (1930) 

^ Herbert Hoover, Rugged Individualism (1928) The Fifth Freedom (1941) 
^ Charles A. Beard, The Myth of Rugged American Individualism (1931) 
^ Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Commonwealth Club Speech (1932) The Four Freedoms (1941), A Second Bill of Rights (1944) 
^ Henry Wallace, New Frontiers 
^ Walter Lippmann, Planning in an Economy of Abundance (1937) 
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7th EPISODE 

Wed, Apr 13 

Mon, Apr 18 

Wed, Apr 20 

  

Plot I: 
* No Country for Old Men (2008) 

* Deer Hunter (1978) 

* Sorry Haters (2005) 

* There Will Be Blood (2007) 

Plot II: 
Day 1 

^ Chief Joseph, An Indian’s View of Indian Affairs (1879) 

^ Chief Joseph, Crazy Horse, and Smohalla, On Work and Property 

^ James Harvey Slater and James Zachariah George, Speeches on Chinese Immigration (1882) 

^ Josiah Strong, Our Country (1885) 

^ Theodore Roosevelt, The Winning of the West (1889–1896) 

* Ida B. Wells, Lynch Law (1893) http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/wellslynchlaw.html 

^ Henry Cabot Lodge, Speech on a Literacy Test for Immigrants (1896) 

^ Booker T. Washington, Atlanta Exposition Address (1895) 

^ Henry Brown and John Marshall Harlan, Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 

Day 2 

^ W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (1903), The Talented Tenth (1903), The Immediate Program of the American Negro (1915) 

^ Albert J. Beveridge, Platform of the American Anti-Imperialist League (1899) 

^ William Graham Sumner, The Conquest of the United States by Spain (1899) 

^ John Reed, from The Education of John Reed 

* Claude McKay, If We Must Die (1919) https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/if-we-must-die  
^ Marcus Garvey, The True Solution of the Negro Problem (1922) 

^ Hiram W. Evans, The Klan’s Fight for Americanism (1926) 

^ Langston Hughes, Let America Be America Again (1938) 
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* George C. Marshall, Marshall Plan Speech (1947) 
http://marshallfoundation.org/marshall/the-marshall-plan/marshall-plan-speech/ 

  

Supplementary: https://communistresearchcluster.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/crc_ci_vol_two_0_1.pdf 

  
  

8th EPISODE 

Mon, Apr 25 

Wed, Apr 27 

Mon, May 2 

+ Dave Eggers, Your Fathers, Where Are They, And the Prophets, Do They Live Forever? 

+ Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric 

  Day 1 

^ Reinhold Niebuhr, The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness: A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique of Its Traditional 
Defense (1944) 

^ Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., What Is Loyalty? A Difficult Question (1947) 

^ William F. Buckley, Jr., God and Man at Yale (1951) 

* James Baldwin and William F. Buckley, Debate (1965) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFeoS41xe7w 

Whittaker Chambers, Witness (1952) 

* Ellen Schrecker, Congressional Committees and Unfriendly Witnesses 
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/congcomms.html 

* House Un-American Activities Committee, J. Edgar Hoover (1947) 
http://dubiski.gpisd.org/cms/lib01/TX01001872/Centricity/Domain/1156/The_Testimony_of_J__Edgar_Hoov.PDF , 
Ayn Rand (1947) http://www.noblesoul.com/orc/texts/huac.html, Pete Seeger (1955) 

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/1009847/pete-seeger-balks-at1955-huac-hearing.pdf ,  The Hollywood Ten (1950) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taancRcLQ8o 

Learned Hand, A Plea for the Freedom of Dissent (1955) 

^ Louis Hartz, The Concept of a Liberal Society (1955) 
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Day 2 

^ C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (1956) 

* Harry Haywood, For a Revolutionary Position on the Negro Question (1957) 
https://marxistleninist.wordpress.com/2008/07/09/harry-haywood-for-a-revolutionary-position-on-the-negro-question/ 

^ Martin Luther King, Jr., The Power of Nonviolence (1957) Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963) I Have a Dream (1963)  

* Five Speeches that are not I Have a Dream http://sevenscribes.com/reclai/ 

^ Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Statement of Purpose (1960) 

^ Young Americans For Freedom, The Sharon Statement (1960) 

^ Barry Goldwater, The Conscience of a Conservative (1960) 

* Ella Baker, “Bigger Than a Hamburger,” (1960), and Interview (1974) 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/playback.html?base_file=G-0007&duration=03:34:21 

^ Robert A. Dahl, Who Governs? Democracy and Power in an American City (1961) 

^ Students for a Democratic Society, The Port Huron Statement (1962) 

^ Bayard Rustin, From Protest to Politics: The Future of the Civil Rights Movement (1965) 

^ Stokely Carmichael, Toward Black Liberation (1966) 

Day 3 
^ John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (1971) 
^ Irving Kristol, Capitalism, Socialism, and Nihilism (1973) 

^ Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (1974) 

^ Milton Friedman and Rose D. Friedman, Free to Choose (1980) 

^ Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (1987) 

^ Cornel West, Race Matters (1993) 
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http://sevenscribes.com/reclai/
http://sevenscribes.com/reclai/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/playback.html?base_file=G-0007&duration=03:34:21
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/playback.html?base_file=G-0007&duration=03:34:21
http://nymag.com/news/features/48931/index2.html


9th EPISODE 

Wed, May 4 

Mon, May 9 

Wed, May 11 

+ Thomas Dumm, My Father’s House: The Paintings of Will Barnet (2014) 

+ Tony Kushner, Angels in America (script, play, or TV series) (1991/2003) 

Day 1 

*  Sheldon Wolin, Democracy, Inc: Myth in the Making (2009) http://cryptome.org/2013/01/aaron-swartz/Democracy-Inc.pdf  

* The Patriot Act, http://www.justice.gov/archive/ll/highlights.htm 

* Ferguson Protestors and Allies, We are Living an American Horror Story (2014)  
https://www.scribd.com/doc/243363734/An-American-Horror-Story-Open-Letter-from-Ferguson-Protestors-and-Allies-10-17-
14 

* Moustafa Bayoumi, American Girl (2015) http://nymag.com/news/features/48931/index2.html 
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