Proseminar in Social, Political, and Humanistic Inquiry, Spring 2014

Threshold Liv&s

CALENDAR OF PUBLIC TALKS
ALWAYSAT 4:30 pm, BLODGETT OAKROOM

Thearsday, Februaary 6
‘I write in order to Live.’ Tranglating Paul Celan.
Susan Gillespie, Bard College

Monday, March 10

The Imagination of the State, and the
Imagination of the Stowaway
Amitava Kumar, Vassar College

Thursday, March 13

“Color Line Jugstice™: Ida B. Wells

and the Feminigt Cage for Reparations.
Lawrie Balfour, University of Virginia

Thersday, April 10
TBA
Gabriela Sandoval, Insight Center for

Community Economic Development

Sp/oly sy

Thursday, April 12

The Trauma, of Tranglation: Freud and Sultan
Mehmet IT (1430-81) among the Trojan Ruins.
Kathleen Biddick, Temple University

Thursday, May
Between Mesgsianism and Degpair: Polities and
Regilience in Jonathan lear's Badical Hope and Lars

Von trier's Melancholia
Bonnie Honig, Brown University

Thersday, May s

Carceral Thregholds
Lisa Guenther, Vanderbilt University

ALL TALKS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO-THE PUBLIC




Proseminar in Social, Political, and Humanistic Inquiry, Spring 2014

GUEST BIOGRAPHIES & CALENDAR OF WORKSHOPS
INFORMAL LOUNGE, LIVINGSTON HALL STUDENT UNION

Faculty, staff, and students (sophomores or above) who would like to participate ina Workshop focusing on the work of the gusst scholarin
connection with the Progeminar theme, may register to do 80. There will be & 8lotd per workshop available. Participants would have to negister to
reserve a slot for themaelves, and will need to do the readings in order to participate. Registered participants will be invited to lunch with the
gcholar following the Workahop. Please email aabbas@simons-rocleedu to register and receive a confirmation and link to readings.

FEBRUARY

Thursday, February 6, 9:30-11am

Prosaminar Workshop with Susan @illespis, Bard Gollage
About ouwr Guest

Snean H. Gillespie has tranalated works by Theodor W. Adormo and other
writery of musicolopical and philosophical works, as well 2 fiction and
poexey. Her involvement with German and commitment to the ides and
peactice of translstability go back to five and « half years spent #s a stndent
in Freiburg im Breisgan, with the support of the German A cademic
Exchange Office (DAAD), and 2 mubsequent year in Berdin, She hag
worked in factories, offices, non-prrofit inetitutions, and since 1985 s vice
president of Bard College. At Bard, she founded the Institute

for International Liberal Education, helping to develop snd administer
dual degree and academic exchange programe with nniversity partocns in
Ruossis, South Africa, Palestine, and Gertnany. She bas trandated books
and essays by Theodor W. Adomo, Helga Kiinigedorf, Hanns Zischler,
and samesons other Geeman poets snd Her trapalation

of The of Paud Celan & Tana Shwwek (Sheep Meadow
National Translation Award.

Readings

Octavio Paz, "Reading and Contemplation,” from Egpays
on At erd Literatare, trans. by Helen Lane {London: Bloomsbury, 1987).
Snean Petrilli, selection from Sigw Crossrosds in Global

Perspective. Semivethics and Resposnsibitity (New Brunswick & Londan;
Traneaction Publishers, 2010) .

T jaswini Nirenjana, "Representing Texts and Coltures: Translation
Stndies and Ethnography,” from Sizing Trandation. History, Past-
Stvucturalion, and the Colwwial Context (Berkeley & Los Angeles: Univ, of
Culikoenia Press, 1992).

We will aleo consider some different tranalations of 2 few poems, and
conpare them, piving the guest 3 chance to talk conceetedy about how the
process unfolds for her ind to explain some specific dhaices & decisions.

APRIL
Thussday, April 10, 9:00-11:30am
Prozsminar

Workshop with Gabriala Sandoval, Inxight Centrs for

Community Econmais Development, Oakland, CA
About our Guest

Gabriela Sandoval is Director, Policy and Research at the Insight Center where she desizns

MARCH

Monday, March 10, 1:00-3:30 pm

Prosaminar Workshop with Amitawa Eumar, Vassar College

&mmm

Amiteva Knine'a Intest title, 4 Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna, vas released this seonth, He is also the
wathor of A Foreigner Carrying in the Crook of Fis Arm o Tiny Bemb: A Writer's Report en the Global War ox Terror
{2010} which was judged Best Non-Fiction Book of the Yearin the Asian American Literary Awards, Eisband of
& Fanatic was an "Editors’ Choice' book at the New York Times in 2009 and Besbay-Londan-New York was on
the st of "Books of the Yea' in The New Statermun in 2011, His novel, Howe Products, was short listed for India's
premiex litesury prize, the Vodsphone Crossword Book Awsed. Komar is Helen 1. Lodkwood Professor of

English at Vassar College.

Amitora Kumss, 4 Foreigner Carrying in the Crook of His Arm & Tiny Bomb (Dutham: Duke, 2010).
Amiteva Knmer, selection from Hombay, Londsn, New York (New York: Rontledge, 2002).

Thursday, Maxch 13, %:00-11:30 am

Proseminar Workshop with Lawris Balfour, University of Virginia

About our Guest

Lawrie Balfour is Professor of Politics at the University of Virgimin, She is the suthor of Democracy’s
Reconstruction: Thinking Polisically with W. E. B. Du Beic and The Evidence of Things Not Seid: James Baldwin and
the Prossise of American Democracy, Her teaching and resesech focns on African American political thought,
democratic theary, feminist theory, and politics and hitezature, Currently, she is working on a book on
reparations for shvery snd Jim Crow.

Readings

Toni Morsisen, Hose

Lavweie Balfour, chagyter from in-progress book on reparations and feminiam, TRA

MAY

Thursday, May1, 9:30 am-noon

Proseminar Workshop with Bonnis Honlg, Brown University
Absut ow Guest

Bosniz Honig is Nancy Duke Lewis Professor (-elect) of Modermn Cultnee and
Media (MCM) snd Political Science at Brown University, Author of several
prizewinming books and articdes, including Fmergeney Politicy (co-winner of the
David Easton prize), her most recent book is Andigene, Feterrupied (Cambridge,
2013).

Resdings
Bonnis Honig, Antigene, Interrapted (Cambridge, 2013).
Honig,” Minnessta Review, Number 81, 2013.

and connnmmities throngh the Closing the Racial Wealth Gap Initiative. She also manages
outreach and yecruitment for an Experts of Color Network consisting of aver 180 professionals
in the ssset-building field. Previcusly, Sandoval was a member of the faculty in the
Department of Seciology at the University of California, Santa Crnz, and she most recently
wotked a5 the Acadesaic Coordinator for the Centro paralos Adalescentes de San Miguel de
Alleade’s (CASA, AC) Profesional Midwifery School in Mexico, She holds BAs in

Praseminss Workshop with Lise Guenther, Vanderbilt
University

Tiurseday, May 8, 9:00-11:30 am

Abut our Guest

Peychology and F thnic Studies from the Univenity of Californis, San Diego, s Masters

Regional Planning, ad s PhID in Sociology foom Comnell University.
TBA

Thursday, April 17, 9:00-11:30 am
Proseminar

Workshop with Xathlean Biddick, Temple Univarsity

About our Gucst

Kathleen Biddick is Professor of History at Temple University. Her emerent book, Texrs of
Reiga (Punctom Books, fune 2014), returns to Walter Benjamin's famoxs essay, "Critiqne
of Violence" and locates 1 crftical study of the archive between mythic and divine violence. She
hos authored books in the field of inedieval studies, eritical histoviopraphy and theoty: T8e

William Shakespesre, King Richerd I
*Kathleen Biddick, “Tears of Reign: Big Sovereigns do Cry.”

Lisa Guenther is Amociste Professor of History st Vanderbilt University. Her
recent book Sofitery Confincment: Social Death and itz Afterfives) ing
phenomenological eritique of solitary confinement, deawing on the work of
Huaserl, Medess-Ponty and Levinas, 28 well as legal and istorical documents
in the history of the US peniten tiary system, supermax prisons snd detention
camps mch 25 Guantanemo Bay. Deprived of regular contact with concrete
others in 2 shared space, many prisoners come nnlvinged from reality; they
eperience percepinal distortions and hallucisutions, they lose track of tine, and
they even become unable to identify the boundaries of their own bodies. What
must subjectivity be like in order for these effects to be poseible? Whe are we,
wuch that we can be nndone in this way, molioged from onrschves by being:

separated from others? What ends ave served by isolating peisones to the point
derangement?

of peychological end even ontological
Resdings
Orhndo Pattercon, and Secial Death, pp 1-65.

Colin Daynn, Legal Slaves and Civil Bodies," Miterishzing Democracy, eds.
Dana Nelon and Russ Castronovo (Duke University Press, 2002).

Lisa Guenther, Solitary Confinement; Social Death and ifs AfterBves (University
of Minnesota Press, 2013),
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